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NCC HOLDS 770 ANNUAL MERTING 


Ninety-one of the Protestant Christiens in Japan belong to 
denominations cooperating in the NCC, according to a report issued at 
the 7th annual NCC meeting. The meeting which was held from March 23-25 
in Tokyo was attended by 100 regular members and 50 associate 
Other details of the report show a total of 62 protestant denominati 
in) epan, Of which 5 cooperate in the NCC (the United Church, whose 
missionaries represent 8 denominations is counted as a single sroup). 
Tiemeoee imiber or Protestant Christians is 218,556. ‘There are about 
Seem ee somen Catholics in Japan. The population of Japan is abcut 
Siweeiron. A summary of the report follows: 


NGG cooperating groups others total 
Churches tS 546 6909 Bape 
Preaching Stations 57 1.90 elie; 
Japanese Pastors pees 5} 2,u4eb 
Missionaries BLY LOO $6 
Membership T9GR 57 19,965 2S eh 5G 


Approval for AVACO apply to become a Zaidan Hojin (Foundation Legal 
Person; was granted by the meeting. Since AVACO will become a voroperty 
Holder with the construction of its new building, it is necessary under 
Uapemese law for it to be a legal person. The form of Zaidan Hojin was 
@iOeen rather than that of Shukyo Hojin (religious legal person) because 
AVACGONiS composed of a council rather tnan a group of members. A 
membership is recessary for becomine a Shukyo Hojin. 


Sivemmcouncil of Evangelism for the Blind was accepted as an associate 
Memper Of the NOC and will cooperate with it Yrom tow orn in that 
Capacity. 


ome yo) Budget was approved as follows: Administration ¥3,540,0060; 
PY¥baae helationg ¥480,000; Family Life ¥569,000; .VACO. 4h ,98: ,000 
Weeweeine administration, Filmstript etc.) AVACO--Radic Uept. 
¥4,320,000; Pee biverature 215,120,000; Church Ssehool ¥3,243, 825. 
Beem» Of the Badset is raised in Japan. 
Yala Miyinity Library 
New Basen, Coan 
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Men 96 = April 1, 1954 
STATEMENT ON THE BIKINI QUES'TION 


A statement on the Bikini question (the poisoning of a number of 
Japanese fishing boats and their crews ten ae iar Meee dust from the 
recent H-Bomb explosion) was prepared by the International Affairs 
Commission, at ae request of the neeting. Kensuke Horinouchi, former 
ambassador to the US is chairman of the commission. Other members include 
Soichi Saito, YMCA General Sedretary, Tokutaro Kitamura, a member of 
the Council of the Progressive Party; Komakichi Mats uoka , Boe RelA: 
Democratic party; Yoshimune Abe, Chairman of the Christian Peace 
Association of Japan. The Japanese people are very concerned with effect 
of the bonib tests on their fishing industry as a whole as well as with 
the fate of the men who were directly injured this time. The Diet has 
passed a resolution favoring control of Atomic Power by an International 
Organization, and has sent this to the United Nations. The NCC Stateyent 
is a follows: 


RESOLUTION WITH REGARD TO THE ATOMIC POWER 

The Americin test explosion of the Hydrogen bomb at Bikini Lagoon 
On Me:ch 1, 1954, unfortunately caused a serious disaster among our 
Japanese fisners, some being exposed to the perils of life, and 
Pratuically being deprived of the life-line of their fishery rights, 
which brought about some economical and psychological uneasiness 
among our general public, and threatens to affect the life of the 
nation. 


We earnestly GOnire thee such a tragic affair | apes never happen 
again and we humbly request that all the Authorities co oncerned will. 
Consider this serious situation and. take proper measures vo deal 
with this urgent problem. 


Meanwhile, we wish to call the attention of the American Christia 
Churches, through the National Council ‘of the Churches of Christ ‘i 
the U.5.A.; earnestly requesting their cooperation in helping to 
promote the realization of the International control of the Atomic 

_ Powers, and to see that they should be utilized exclusively for 
peaceful measures, in order to contribute to the welfare of all the 
nations of the world. 


Along with this, we would also desire to enlist the cooperation of 
our fellow Christians all over the world, with regard to the solution 
of this most urgent problem, approaching them through the Commiasion 
of the Churches on International Affairs, which is the joint organ 

the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
mourns S.. 


(Adopted by the Sevanth General Assembly of the 
National Christian Couffcil of Ten, convened 1 
Tokyo on_March 23-25, 1954) 


THE CENTENARY MOVaMENY 


Kagawa reported Om Ste iiiret 6 wonths of his Centenary 
(Sept: tp Peb:) to the Centenary hovement Cont'erer: } on 
March 24. He hela 179 meetings, avctended ty 62,940 


, and received 17,261 


Canpailen 
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decision cards. His goai for the next 5 years till the. centennial -is 
300,000 decision cards, He vointed out the correlation between high 
oes face in areas where there is little Christianity eee example: 
Peeiienei whack tas a crine rate of 4% of the populatic n) and a low crime 
Peve 20 Greas wiich are relatively Christianized. The wees example of 
Peer oversis ohiga ren, in whien the Omi Brotherhood is working,. which 
Has arcrime rate of .9%:. 
Dr. fmil Brunner, and Dr. fagawa both addressed a huge public 
Peetine Of 2600 at Xyoritsu Hall on: the evening OL March <he, A cash 
Oitering of 95,520 ¥en was coli¢cted. Kagawa spoke on the topic 
Revive the Conscience of Japan With God", Brunner spoke on the 
Bvem@evon tLOp2c, Chrast the Hope of the World.»- He vointed out -that 
although man cannot Live without hor 


ho 
fea 
nN 


are ucOw in ar age when man has 


, we 
found his fondest hopes for “World See or "Personal immortality" 
Gestroyed by the events or recent years. We approach again ae state 
of mind which was el ae before the advent of Jesus--for the World 


of antiquity was also a world without nope. In these un ee 
Jesus Christ stands out as the one certain hope of the world. Jesus 
remains a hope in spite of anything whic h happencd to society because 


Siemens oheytrnth he proclaims are not a product of men's imnagination, 


bue-are 4 revelation from God, the creator, himself. Therefore they 
are independent of temporal events, and the future is one of hope and 
certainty for those who believe in Jesus. 


Brunner continued his explanation of the meaning of Christ, the Hope 
of-the World by saying that Jesus is rot merely the bringer of the 
Revetets0n OF God but the content of it. He is both true God and-true 
Man, and he reveals that the true man and the true God belong together 
Although tian is created in the image of God, this imare in ordinary nan 
is distorted by ego and sin, and it is only. when we look at Jesus that 
Weebee Man as ne ought to be. The very essence of God's nature is love, 
amaewe are created by. and for this love. SGinee Love is the true goal 
of humanity, the true goal of humanity is Siren eieotar yee fellowship, 


o 


friendship.._.This is the Kingdom of God which was revealeu RSLS 


¥ 8 oleae 


Sean sn, brunner pointed out, and ali other social utopias arise 
) ? is 


4 ies) 
Seetwecemas Cesire of man for a Kingdom of love and justice, and to this 
G@xtene Contain a germ of truth. set are a perversion of the “communion” 


of Christianity. Those who believe in Jesus have already experienced as 
Peeeriiyevhe @cCornal Love of God. They experience the Kingdom of God 
Peewee as thal which they have tow, and as the sroak, dopa which willl 
Pomerwieol tie Lotality of blir life. God wanke.cvery man.to be saved 
and come to the knowledge of truth, but HAShey as d¢esus. rose to the eternal 
world only through the cross, so bumanit throuesh catastropne to 
Che oternal gpoal.. but there is fo; ot aaa Ga thoente, vores ah ie poal and 
Peemoncecatestrophe. aAltnmough too tuce of tulemont £ volved in the 
Somine Kingdom, we arc not allowcd .9 ‘conde anvbody, we are enjoined 
Pee ero believe and hope foray. ,bouy, . This very tow: for evervBody 
Cam bea powertut foree for good in the world AS) wo dy this we must 
thank God who has reborn us to a new Hope throush the Resurrect i 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


te 


ait: 

| Es iE 

Le. pe Hane ont 
: ed a 


Be + es 


‘ 
a 
— 
a Se an 
i “aw 
7 
; 
‘ 
5 Sate” 
v i 
J 
-_ " ty 
» } ‘Be 
vt < 
vi ; 
ay 
“7 ‘ 
a, 4A 
* — - 64 
ede’: ; 7 
Paty, Sues ¥« 


a ‘pocatiowe 244) pe oi 
i a tian i 

vita; ee wid Ne 
-_— ; | iva os , A wh ind ae p 
e 4 SP se at . ay! - pee ; ln 
uid “tote ad Sota2rs ah cel 
fs é By pat Rye + 
vit a) Prt ea. Paty 


ips 
 ? 


= 


Bina. boty i aad 5 

a Catt et a) eee te STK 

mvt | > oa pane! Haig te eioae BRE 
tht! ow ae Toa ie, Eom: Ds. 

4 ory; betes ely Tao vol Dgitea Te Be 

=tbidyy ewpahid Sahih fil ee ps 

. bo. wu dly th deeb) be REA & 

; ls > Dh, woh. Bee, yy haber iy: ies ie 
" : Poitd ae Laas Ue Fed ots 1) ‘nt a uo 
Ney jMtal Se Fe) ae es ah i. abe ae 


faa Pint. pie} * ere EU: hat a) 
"Oa; ie ti 6 sf fz ae 9 
¢ phy ‘ay ee 
“Pe APA . 
> ys aes br 
— 4 Yr" 
. ron 


No. 36 - April 1, 1954 
JAPAN INTERN ATION«L CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMITTER BECOMES NCC DEPARTMENT 


The Japan international Christian Service Committee became the 
Department of Uhristian Service of the NCC at the NCC annual meeting. The 
Committee is the representative agency in Japan for the Central Department 
of Churcn dorid Service of the NCCC-USA, and the World Council of Churches 
Dept. of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. The Committee is 
composed of representative from the Japanese churches and missionaries 
related to the NCC. 


The Committee distributed relief supplies from overseas to both 
Christians and others in need regardless of race or religion. The 
;distribution is done through the National Council of Social “Welfare, the 
Prefectural tinistries of Welfare, and through Christian churches. They 
also arrange sponsors in Japan for stateless refugeees from China, and 
maintain a rehabilitation program for the physically-handicapped. 


( 


it was felt advisable for the Committee to work under the NCC so that 
the relics ana PCiabiiitaticn would be carried on not in the name of a 
Siforeign organization, but in the name of the world Christian community 

» operating within that part of the community which is in Japan: the Christian 
churches of Japan. in this way, a united witness will be given through 
local relief cofimittees, recognized by the churches, but coordinated and 
administered by @ central rélicr comuittec*under the NCC 


KYODAN- RELAT@O MISSIONARIES GAThERE “Or. FALLCYSH:P AND IMSPIEATION 


Climax of the three-day confcreicc of iellowship and inspiration 
theld by missionaries related with the United Church of Christ in Japan 
was the celebration of holy Communion by the 400 Protestant missionaries 
on Friday morning, Aprii 2. This service followed the closing lecture 
© by Dr. Bmil Brunner, internationally known theologian, who was princival 
® speaker and resource leeder at the meeting held in Hakone-Yumoto near Tokyo. 
Throughout the conference, Dr. Brunner lectured and discussed with the 
missicneries topics relating to the Church and Christian evense :lism in“the 
various fields of missionary work represented by the body. Ur. Brunner'ts 
euphasis was upon the need of the Christian church "to become a real 
B ¢Celosis in which God is active in the hearts of man." 


eee ie ACZki, moderator of the United Church, in delivering th 
Cem taure ss of the conference on Tuesday evening, March 20, stressed 
Ppeeetiewes ote Ulristian church becomes strong there is no hope tor a 


POOu e171 tea. and cconomic life within Japan. To atbtein this strength 
Ne £82-U lor tue cooperation of the missionaries who are working with the 
Piao Cree é 

Tatrsday cvcning the Christian workers sharcd Naas KNELVLCNUG rroueh 


a 


Men Sucvic.: Gi witness and testimony led by Rev. Alfre 


i 
NvLONEe. scdnesday 
Pevensy ac siven-over to an evening of fun through < 2 ee nipitb program. 
mv. —cteila Clugston was elected chairman and Miss Gertrude Feely, 
S.cretery, of the 1955 conference to be held March 29- Apri (ts BS I Ba? he 
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YOUTH COMMITTEE OF UNITED CHURCH AND MISSIONARIES. Maat 

Thirteen pastors and laymen from the United Church of Japan central 
youth committee and the NCC youth committee met with forty missionariss 
of the United Church representing different areas of Japan on April & 
and 3 at Hakone-Yumoto near Tokyo following the IBC-Kyodan related 
missionary conference. 


Pucpose of the gathering was to seek means of coordinating the youth 
program of the church and the work of the missionaries. 

Problems of materials, leadership training and organizational 
technics were discussed by the froup as weblees, the, desires of the youth 
committee and the missionaries relative to the position of the 
missionaries in the total youth program. Findings of the group will 
be studied by the youth committee. 


COPIES OF “TOGETHRK TO BE HIS WITNESSES" AVATLABLE 


The Study pamphlet for the Evanston Conference "Together to be 
Hig Witnesses" is now available for 5U yen from the NCC office. Only 
100 copies of the English are available, and orders will be filled as 
they are received. The chapter titles are as follows: The Kvanston 
Assembly, II Christian Faith and ‘Christian Hope, III One in Christ, 
yeu Divided, IV an Evangelizing Church, V The Responsible Society, 
VI The Christian Responsibility for International order, VII The 
Church amid Racial and Bthnic Tensions VIII The Chi sti ar 2 Gis 
Vocation, 1X The orld Council and the Churches, Kk Signs that “ten may 
see. 
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